
North Essex  
Garden Communities

Public Exhibition for the  
Colchester Braintree Borders Garden Community 

Exhibition date and time: 9 November, 10am - 4pm
Exhibition location: Marks Tey Parish Hall, Colchester 

Event overview: 

On Saturday 9 November 2019, NEGC held a 
public exhibition dedicated to the ambitions 
to build a new garden community at Colches-
ter Braintree Borders. The aim of the exhibition 
was to give residents an opportunity to learn 
more about NEGC and the plans for a garden 
community, to talk to the project team and the 
masterplanning team involved, to ask any  
questions, and most importantly, to gather  
residents’ views on the garden community  
ambitions. Exhibition boards were displayed, 
and residents were given the opportunity to 
comment through feedback forms and post-it 
notes. 

This report:

This report summarises and gives an  
overview of the feedback gathered from  
residents through feedback forms and post-it 
notes.   

118 RESIDENTS 
ATTENDED THE 
EXHIBITION 25RESIDENTS

FILLED IN
FEEDBACK FORMS 241POST-IT NOTE 

COMMENTS WERE 
LEFT AT THE 
EXHIBITION BOARDS
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A total of 25 feedback forms were completed  
after the public exhibition. A summary of the 
findings is detailed below:   

Many people knew about the plans for 
garden communities and added that they 
came with a lot scepticism and distrust 
around NEGC. 

People who disagreed are mainly  
concerned about the size and scale of the 
development. 

People who agreed tended not to provide 
reasons for doing so apart from one person 
who said it would be better to build a 
community as opposed to multiple small 
developments.  

Some supported the principle of garden 
communities but didn’t see how this suited 
a North Essex context. 

Before today, how much did you know 
about North Essex  
Garden Communities?  

How do you feel about the plans for 
building Garden Communities? 

FEEDBACK FROM THE EXHIBITION

FEEDBACK FORMS SUMMARY

A lot A bit Very 
little

Not
at all

25 - Total Responses

15

8

1

1

Strongly
agree

Strongly
disagree

Agree Neutral

23 - Total Responses

6

1

2

14
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Do you have any ideas you would like to see 
incorporated in the Garden  
Communities?  

22 people responded to this question, the issues raised 
are summarised below:
 
• Many commented that they wouldn’t like to give   
              any ideas as all as they oppose the garden  
              communities altogether, mostly due to their scale  
 and location 

• A lot of ideas centred around the environment and  
 sustainability: eco-friendly homes with charging   
 points, bamboo building materials, only having   
 Passivhaus, water recycling, green corridors,  
 preservation of some farmland and not removing   
 trees during construction 

• Pedestrians to take priority over cars  

• Affordable housing and a mix of housing which   
 suits different people’s needs  

• Build infrastructure first (along with  
 attracting the key workers) before homes 
 
• Local business parks and light industrial  

• Preservation of local places and history, and  
 consideration of local heritage 

• Tree preservation, large garden spaces to support   
 large trees

• New rail links and train stations are  
 needed

• The size of the garden communities should be   
 smaller 

• Council homes should be built in   
 Colchester  
 instead

 • Green corridors

• Farm land preserved so food can be  
 produced locally 
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Have you seen anything in today’s 
exhibition that you particularly like? If 
so, please tell us what.  

• 10 explicitly said they didn’t see anything  
 they liked.  
 
Others comments included: 

• Walking routes and cycling routes  
 between villages 
• Modern and forward-thinking building  
 methods which allow us to build more  
 energy efficiently 
• Ability to create more sustainable  
 communities 
• Like that the project team says they will  
 listen 
• Likes that plans have been made for open  
 space
• Some said the ideas were still  
 too conceptual 

 
 
 
 
Have you seen anything in today’s  
exhibition that you particularly dislike? 
If so, please tell us what.  

• The red boundary appears to have grown
• The whole concept of building a new  
 town in an unsuitable place 
• Creating “manufactured” green space 
• Loss and destruction of farmland 
• Lack of evidence presented on how the  
 aspirations can be met/be made viable 
• Rapid transit system, some commented  
 that it is just a bus 
• Planners and developers involved in  
 project are not a broad section of society 
• Plans presented are disproportionate to  
 the area

• Area of development is too large
• Scepticism about affordable housing  
 being truly affordable 
• Housing should be camouflaged to look  
 like countryside houses 
• Destruction of farmland to build a new  
 town 
• The size of the development 
• The transport is already very overcrowded  
 and cannot accommodate the increase 
• The fact that no hospital was proposed 
• Building in the countryside in general 
• Health and policing already stretched 
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Key concerns

The majority of the comments left covered the 
following: 

• The scale and density of development is  
 unnecessary and unwanted by many local  
 residents 
• There is a water shortage and  
 development would put a strain on this 
• There is no clear plan for what  
 infrastructure will be delivered and how,  
 hospitals and GPs are a particular concern 
• Roads are currently congested and  
 additional residents will worsen this 
• There is no clear explanation of what jobs  
 will be delivered and if people will be  
 attracted to work locally. 
• There are concerns that people will just  
 choose to commute to London – further  
 adding to the congestion 
• How is everything that was presented at  
 the exhibition viable? 
• People would like an idea of how much  
 everything would cost
• Loss of countryside as a result of  
 development  

Below is an overview of the majority of the topics 
and issues covered in the remaining post-it  
comments:

Housing 
• This is an opportunity to build  
 eco-friendly 
• Should encourage self-build and  
 small-scale building as opposed to large  
 developments 
• How can 30% affordable be delivered? 
• Gangs, drug dealing & ASB is the reality  
 with new housing/increased population 
• Families on Council waiting list should be  
 first priority
• Shortage of bungalows - we need them in  
 the same estates 
• Saying the 3 new garden communities  
 only provide 50% of N. Essex housing  
 needs - does that mean there may be  
 another 3 garden communities in the  
 future to reach the other 50% 
• Why is the NEGC not considering other  
 preferably sustainable and viable smaller  
 sites that will meet the housing need of  
 N. Essex - why is the only option the  
 garden communities 

Culture and leisure 
• Don’t build on thousands of acres of  
 farmland 
• Do not want manufactured parks, leave  
 countryside as it is 
• Protect ancient woodland 
• Some good and inspirational ideas but  
 the scale is outrageous
• Will open space be protected by law to  
 prevent future infill? 
• We connect well as we are, it will become  
 difficult to connect to anyone under  
 concrete 
• The garden communities will not be  
 vibrant, integrated communities, quite the  
 opposite, they will be ‘soul-less’. 

Attendees of the public exhibition were invited to 
write down their additional comments on post-it 
notes on the existing display boards. Below is a 
summary of the points that were raised across 
the different thematic boards:   
 

POST-IT COMMENTS SUMMARY
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Connections and transport 
• Better infrastructure has to come before  
 more homes – once the homes are built it  
 will be too late
• Need a combination of transport modes  
 before any building 
• British people drive cars
• The rapid transport systems will need to  
 use existing highways which are already  
 overloaded by existing traffic
• Rapid transport systems will not truly be  
 rapid 
• It will attract commuters to London –  
 Marks Tey station will need to be enlarged
• Effective links to station essential to  
 reduce use of cars
• Transport bus to be reliable at all times.  
 You cannot contain people locally just  
 because they work locally

Working with residents 
• Local residents are ignored
• This is a non-statutory process and  
 premature pending Local Plan outcome 
• The feedback needs to be recorded
• NEGC Ltd hasn’t took on board the views  
 of communities directly affected by the  
 garden communities to date  
• Will the views of residents expressed  
 through this engagement be taken   
 seriously  

Community stewardship 
• Beaulieu in Chelmsford can hardly   
 be held up as an ‘example’ of good 
 stewardship to which garden  
 communities will aspire
• Majority of developers promise social  
 housing, but don’t deliver it
• How will these trusts be funded?
• Engage with the land trust regarding  
 community stewardship of green  
 infrastructure 

 

Health & wellbeing 
• GPs and hospitals are already under  
 pressure. GPs are leaving and replacement  
 is difficult. 
• What is the scope for constructing new  
 hospitals or surgeries
• Houses will be priorities to health 
• Moving the A12 will not contribute 
 positively to health 
• Concerns about technological advances  
 and human health e.g. 5G
• Genuine concerns about biodiversity. We  
 need more research into re-wilding and  
 how this works
• Residents within the garden communities  
 will not live healthier lives if the ‘town’ of  
 West Tey will be a concrete/brick jungle
• Implement a successful greenway  
 network. See: Cambridge Greenways
• Need to ensure public sector workers to  
 support schools/clinics etc. as there is an  
 existing shortage
• 40.000 more cars are going to add to the  
 pollution 

Working and learning 
• Which corporations will NEGC attract
• How will the garden communities provide  
 their own employment? 
• And what % will be above the minimum  
 wage? 
  
 
 
   


