
North Essex  
Garden Communities

Public Exhibition for the  
Tendring Colchester Borders Garden Community 

Exhibition date and time: 26 October, 10am - 4pm
Exhibition location: Greenstead Community Centre, Colchester 

Event overview: 

On Saturday 26 October 2019, NEGC  Ltd held 
a public exhibition at Greenstead Community 
Centre. The aim of the exhibition was to give  
residents an opportunity to learn more about 
the ambitions to build a new garden  
community on the Tendring Colchester Borders 
and to talk to the NEGC Ltd team and the  
masterplanning team involved, as well as for the 
team to gather residents’  views on the garden 
community. Exhibition boards were displayed, 
and residents shared their views through  
feedback forms and post-it notes. 

This report:

This report gives an overview of the feedback 
gathered from residents through feedback 
forms and post-it notes.   

50 RESIDENTS 
ATTENDED THE 
EXHIBITION 24RESIDENTS

FILLED IN
FEEDBACK FORMS 62POST-IT NOTE 

COMMENTS WERE 
LEFT AT THE 
EXHIBITION BOARDS
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A total of 24 feedback forms were completed  
after the first public exhibition. 22 were  
completed at the exhibition and a further 2 were 

completed online. A summary of the findings is 
detailed below:   

People who had known a lot about NEGC 
mentioned that they had received  
information from parish council briefings. 
The majority only knew ‘a bit’, however a 
few did mention that they felt the  
exhibition was a good opportunity for them 
to learn more. 

People who are neutral generally agree with 
the principal of garden communities but 
do not necessarily see the benefit it would 
bring to their community. 

People who agree or strongly agree did not 
tend to provide further comments on this, 
although one person did say that garden 
communities can be seen as an opportunity 
to deal with the demand for housing. 

People who strongly disagree consistently 
stated their concerns around  
overdevelopment of the Colchester area.  

Before today, how much did you know 
about North Essex  
Garden Communities?  

How do you feel about the plans for 
building Garden Communities? 

FEEDBACK FROM THE EXHIBITION

FEEDBACK FORMS SUMMARY
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Do you have any ideas you would like to 
see incorporated in the Garden  
Communities?  

22 people responded to this question and the 
ideas received cover the following themes: 

Transport   

• Promote sustainable transport and dis 
 courage car usage
• Affordable or free transport (bus or tram) 
• Better transport connections between  
 different stations and towns, and  
 convenient routes which are easy to get to
• A  “carless community” 
• Adequate parking for people who choose  
 to have a car 
• Regular electric buses to run through:  
 the new and existing estates, the  
 university area, town, hospital and leisure  
 world
• Railway station in addition to the Hythe  
 situated adjacent to the footbridge at the  
 end of the current B&Q car park
 

Housing 
• Housing that suits different needs (e.g.  
 elderly, families, single people etc.) 
• Energy efficient and eco-friendly homes 
 e.g. solar panels, rainwater harvesting,  
 electric car charging points per home
• Local people to have priority over the  
 homes 
• Social housing owned by CBC and  
 managed by CBH
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Community uses  
• Safe play areas for young children near  
 their homes
• Independent coffee shops near where  
 parents can watch their children play 
• Facilities such as: shops, library, cinema,  
 community centre and sports centre –  
 ideally located in one centralised area 
• Secure dog walking areas
• Facilities for teenagers 
• Families to be able to easily access the  
 countryside 
• Allotment gardens
 

Local infrastructure  
• Correct infrastructure put in place to sup 
 port hospitals, GPs, schools etc. 
• Smaller cottage hospitals to deal with less  
 urgent medical issues in order to free up  
 beds in the larger hospitals 
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Have you seen anything in today’s  
exhibition that you particularly like? If 
so, please tell us what.  

• A few people appreciated seeing  
 examples of other garden communities in  
 the UK and other countries. 
• Some people like the theory behind  
 garden communities, but thought the  
 exhibition was still too vague to be able to  
 form a full opinion.  
• One person liked the solar charging  
 points  for bikes and cars. 
• One person liked the idea of community  
 stewardship and local markets selling  
 fresh produce. 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you seen anything in today’s  
exhibition that you particularly dislike? 
If so, please tell us what.  

• Some people were displeased that exact  
 specifics were not provided for locations  
 and the number of jobs that will be  
 created. 
• One person felt that garden communities  
 are too large and impractical.  
• One person disliked the materials  
 (concrete and brick) and did not see  
 enough greenery. 
 
 
 
 

Other comments: 
 

• Many people mentioned that the garden  
 communities should integrate with the  
 existing communities. 
• Some concern that existing residents will  
 be negatively impacted 
• Some concern that current road networks  
 are already congested and that it will get  
 worse 
• Some concern that the homes will be  
 used as commuter housing therefore local  
 purchasers should be given priority 
• A few people are concerned about the  
 Gladman building and feel that the  
 addition of the garden communities will  
 increase overdevelopment in the area 
• Many people found the exhibition in 
 formative and want the engagement  
 to  continue throughout the process,  
 including after the garden communities  
 have been built
• Many people liked vision for the area that  
 was shown at the exhibition 
• One person felt that other large  
 developments in the area should be  
 restricted until after the garden  
 communities are built 
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Transport   

• Support for segregated transport lanes  
 (e.g. dedicated lanes for cycles, buses, cars  
 etc.) 
• Traffic congestion must be dealt with first  
 before bringing in more infrastructure
• Some are not confident that people will  
 be persuaded to get out of their cars
• Some suggested that transport links need  
 to connect to key areas (such as  
 Colchester town centre, hospitals and  
 other key social infrastructure)  
• One person wants to reopen Ardleigh  
 train station 
• A call that it must be ensured that trans 
 port is accessible for everyone  
• Some stated that safety is a concern (e.g.  
 avoiding antisocial behaviour near under 
 passes) 
 

Housing

• An enquiry into how will the new  
 communities fund their amenities  
 (e.g. community charges) 
• Some comments that housing plans are  
 unrealistic and unviable
• Some questioned if this is affordable  
 housing for Londoners 
• a call to provide jobs first - then the  
 housing 

Health 
• Clarification was asked on where new  
 hospitals can be built 
• A comment that health care should be  
 face-to-face and not remote
• A comment that any health measures  
 proposed won’t make up for the loss of  
 countryside and green spaces 

Culture 
• A suggestion to invite commercial out 
 doors enterprises such as Go Ape or  
 Stubbers to help protect and safeguard  
 green spaces and green buffers? 
• Some would like to see theatre and street  
 art 
• Some would like to see football team and  
 stadium to build identity 
• Call to take already built space into  
 consideration 

Community engagement 
• Some commented that community   
 engagement needs to start only after the  
 plan is found sound first 
• Concern that it takes too long to drive to  
 venue for events
• Suggestion to hold local parish meetings  
 so more people can access the display  
 materials 
• A complaint that this is a ‘done deal’ –  
 local communities want to change the  
 scale of the ‘megacity’ not choose the  
 colour of the road signs 

What was said at the stakeholders 
workshop
• Some commented on existing comments  
 that rather than low trust there is no trust  
 in NEGC 
• A comment that there has to be break 
 points in the process where development  
 stops if promises are not met 
• An enquiry if stakeholders can change  
 elements of the plan in order to build  
 trust?
 

Attendees of the public exhibition were invited to 
write down their additional comments on post-it 
notes on the existing display boards. Below is a 
summary of the points that were raised across 
the different thematic boards:   
 

POST-IT COMMENTS SUMMARY
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